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What 15 the Cathedral Parish?

The Catholic Church, stretching over the whole world, is divided into geographical
units called dioceses. Each §iocese includes all the Catholics living within its
territory, and is entrusted to the care of a bishop. Our local diocese is the Diocese of
Madison, which comprises eleven counties in south central and southwestern
Wisconsin.

In each diocese, one church is designated as the cathedral. This is the church where
the bishop’s chair (“cathedra” in Latin) is located. The bishop’s cathedra is the seat
from which he oversees the life of the diocese entrusted to his care. When the
Diocese of Madison was formed in 1946, St. Raphael Church on West Main Street
was designated as the cathedral.

St. Raphael had been the first Catholic parish in Madison, founded in 1845. The
second parish was Holy Redeemer, founded for German-speaking Catholics in 1857.
And the third, founded in 1888 for those living east of the Capitol, was St. Patrick.

In 2005, St. Raphael Cathedral was destroyed by arson. At that point, the three
original Madison parishes —all located within three blocks of the Capitol, and by then
located in an area with few permanent residents — were put under the care of a single
priest. In 2008, the three parishes were formally merged into a single community.

Since one of the merging parishes was St. Raphael Cathedral, the new parish is the
Cathedral Parish of the Diocese of Madison. But because of the 2005 fire, it lacks a
cathedral church. The intention of Bishop Morlino is to build a new St. Raphael
Cathedral on the site of the former cathedral, at the corner of W. Main and S.
Fairchild Streets. Until the new cathedral church is built, the Cathedral Parish lives
in the churches and other facilities of Holy Redeemer and St. Patrick.



Our Parish Mission

We look forward to the day when we will have a new cathedral church. The building
of the new cathedral cannot be the work of our parish alone; it must be a project of
the whole diocese. Planning and fundraising for the construction of a new cathedral
have not yet begun in earnest. In the meantime, we strive to build up the life of our
parish — which has a very important mission now and will one day inhabit the new
cathedral.

The Cathedral Parish is the Catholic community on the isthmus in downtown
Madison. Our community is quite diverse. It includes people with long-standing ties
to St. Raphael, Holy Redeemer or St. Patrick. Since this is Bishop Morlino’s parish in
a special way, our parish includes highly motivated Catholics from around the
Madison area. In the last several years, we Kave made a special effort to build up the
youn |adult community at the parish. And we have a very large Hispanic population
as well.

The building up of the parish community is not only a matter of numbers, but of
helping our parishioners to be well-formed in the Faith and equipped for
participation in the mission of the Church.

Although our current parish was formed by the merger of three parishes that had over
four hundred thirty years of history among them, we have a strong sense that this
Cathedral Parish is a new thing. We have a substantially new and always evolving
population. From the beginning, we have very intentionally looked for new ways to
fulfill the mission of the Church here and now. We try very hard to make our parish
a place where people can grow to know, love and serve God better.

To Know God

The first job of the Church is always the proclamation of the Gospel and the
formation of believers. In the Cathedral Parish, there are significant opportunities for
people — notably adults, as well as young people — to grow in their knowledge of the
Catholic Faith.

To Love God

When we have come to know God, we want to worship Him and encounter Him in
the Sacraments. The Cathedral Parish has a very rich liturgical life, giving many
opportunities to experience a beautiful celebration of the Mass and a variety of other
devotions.

To Serve God

When we know God and have experienced His love for us, it is natural to want to
serve Him in others. At the Cathedral Parish, we invite people to serve others in
different ways: by helping to educate and form others, in charitable activities, and
through outreach to the elderly, the infirm, and those in need.

Many of our current efforts in these areas — along with some of the celebrations that
are important in our parish life — are described in the following pages of this booklet.
Please use this resource — along with our very informative parish website
(www.isthmuscatholic.org) — to get an overview of parish life. Then prayerfully
consider how you can benefit from and contribute to the various aspects of our
parish life.



Faith - Formation

As Christians, our fundamental mission is to become like our Lord — to be
transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ Himself.

The Person of Jesus Christ and the Christian Life to which He calls us have a depth
and richness that we can never exhaust. We could and should spend our whole
lives trying to appreciate more fully the Lord Himself and the way of life He offers
us.

Convinced that growth in understanding and fidelity should be a lifelong project for
every Catholic, we offer many opportunities for studying the Faith and growing in
the spiritual life. Here is a brief introduction to some of the faith formation offerings
at the Cathedral:

THE MAIN EVENT

A weekly gathering for prayer, catechetical instruction, small group discussion, and
social time. This is the most comprehensive Adult Faith Formation event at the
Cathedral Parish. Itis also the primary catechetical portion of the process for people
who are seeking to become Catholic, those preparing to receive the sacraments of
initiation, as well as those seeking Catechist certification through the diocesan Seat
of Wisdom training program.

CATHOLICISM 101

A three week introduction to the ‘big picture’ of the Catholic Faith for anyone
interested in learning more about Christianity and Catholicism. It is also
sacramental preparation for couples preparing for marriage and for parents having a
child baptized in the Cathedral parish.

THE GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE STUDY

A small group Scripture study focusing on the great drama of God'’s love for His
people beginning with Creation, leading to the life of the Catholic Church, and
looking forward to a culmination in eternity.

ENDOW

A bi-weekly small group for women that provides a forum to explore and understand
what it means to be a woman created in God's image. The junior Endow program,
called.“Girl Genius” which is geared toward young girls from ages 10 — 14, will
begin in our parish in the Spring of 2010.

THEOLOGY ON TAP

A monthly speaker series at a local bar for those in their 20’s & 30’s featuring talks
addressing the intersection of Faith and contemporary issues young adults face

today.
y Faith Formation for Youth

PENANCE/FIRST COMMUNION

Children who are at least seven years of age and in second grade should prepare to
receive the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion for the first time.
Children may work through a textbook at home, or with a parish catechist on
Sunday mornings. In the latter half of the year (between January and May), Msgr.
Holmes offers three Saturday morning sessions of instruction for all the children. A
group First Communion Mass is scheduled sometime during the Easter Season.
Children who wish to receive First Holy Communion at a different Mass (at the
Cathedral Parish or elsewhere) are welcome to do so.

CONFIRMATION

In the Diocese of Madison candidates for Confirmation must be at least twelve years
of age and in seventh grade. Our Confirmation preparation is designed for high
school students, but young people may prepare for Confirmation once they have
reached the diocesan minimum age at the discretion of their parents. A common
catechetical text is used, and may be studied either at home or with parish
catechists.  Preparation also includes meetings with Monsignor Holmes on the
spiritual life, and a personally chosen project by which each candidate gives witness
to the Faith during the course of the year.

CHILDREN’S CATECHESIS

Weekly children’s catechesis classes, originally organized for children of our
Hispanic community, are conducted in English and open to all parishioners.

For dates, times, locations, and more details on all Faith Formation events visit the
Cathedral parish website at www.isthmuscatholic.org or contact Marc Laudonio,
Director ~ of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis, at  257-5000  or
marc.laudonio@gmail.com.



SeArsIp

All Catholics share in the mission that the Lord gave to the Church: to proclaim the
Gospel and to make Him present in the world. We do this in many ways — in our
homes, places of work, and civic life.

Our goal at the Cathedral Parish is to express a strong sense of this mission in our
common parish life, as well as assisting this mission at the diocesan level. We have
been given a job to do — to make the Lord known, and to make Him present in our
place and time.

Our hope is that all the members of the Cathedral Parish will see their participation
in parish life as their way of helping to fulfill this mission.

All parishioners are asked to support the Cathedral Parish financially, according to
their means, so that the work done here to help more people know, love and serve
the true God can continue. More broadly, parishioners are invited to support the
efforts of the Church at the diocesan level.

Each parishioner should also prayerfully consider what he or she can do to
participate directly in some of the many aspects of parish life described in these

pages.

Anmual Time, Talent, and Treasure Drive

Each fall, the opportunity for parishioners to discern and participate in various
activities will be presented through a Time, Talent, and Treasure Drive.

We take the opportunity to give back to the Lord and to participate in the life of his
Church in three areas:

TIME

Our social and outreach efforts exist only through the generosity of parishioners who
donate their time to work at the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry, visit our sick and
homebound parishioners, host the parish brunches, assist with office tasks — to name
a few.

TALENT

Parishioners offer their unique capabilities to enhance the liturgy (as lectors, cantors,
musicians), to beautify our environment (our grounds, buildings, publications) and
to contribute to the temporal welfare of the parish (with expertise in maintenance,
financial matters, and so on).

TREASURE

The life of the Church could not continue without the faithful financial support of its
members. During the drive, members are invited to consider their current giving
and evaluate if they are providing generously for the needs of the parish, the
diocese, and the whole Church, and then pledge their giving for the next year. This
method of pledged giving enables the parish to plan more appropriately, knowing
what resources will be available to support its mission and life.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

The Cathedral Parish offers of a form of giving that may be convenient for many of
our parishioners: electronic funds transfer (EFT). This form of automatic giving can
be initiated by contacting Tom Mecum at the parish office or by downloading the
form on the parish website: www.isthmuscatholic.org.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

The diocesan annual appeal is a highly organized effort, held each Spring, to
communicate the work of a diocese to its parishioners and to solicit their support
through direct mail and in-pew solicitation of pledges. Members of all parish
communities throughout the Diocese of Madison are asked to give to this appeal.
The goal is to allow people to grow in their faith and understanding of what
Universal Church means to each of us as a Catholic family.

At any time of the year, if you would like to be involved in any of the activities of the
parish or have questions about them, please contact Monica Freng, Director of
Parish Life and Mission, at (608) 257-5000 or email monica.freng@gmail.com.



Community LIt

We do not live our faith as solitary individuals, but as members of a community of
believers. We are part of the Universal Church that is the One Body of Christ, and
members of a particular parish.

The Cathedral Parish provides opportunities for social and spiritual activities that
facilitate continued growth in living our Catholic faith to the fullest in community
with others in our parish.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

On the weekend nearest March 17th, there is a meal after the 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Mass at St. Patrick Church to celebrate its patron.

BRUNCHES

Once a month, parishioners and visitors are invited to share a communal brunch
after Mass. Brunches also provide an opportunity for the registration of new
members.

FUNERAL LUNCHES

Parishioners help to provide economical luncheons for families after funerals at our
churches.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Meets to discuss and plan various events through the calendar year including
brunches, feast day celebrations, and other extraordinary liturgical or social events.

PARISH KIOSKS

Beginning in 2009-10, both our churches will have parish kiosks, offering current
information and catechetical material for those attending Mass. These kiosks are
maintained by parish volunteers.

ADMINISTRATION

There are several opportunities to assist in the clerical needs of the parish: mailings,
data entry, etc.

Outreact

Our parish is committed to the works of charity done under the auspices of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. This international organization is made up of lay Catholic
men and women who are committed to live and grow in their Christian faith through
prayer and personal involvement in charitable works. The Madison District Council
of the Society is a very effective organization. It operates the largest food pantry in
Dane County, houses for men, women, and children, and five thrift stores whose
proceeds support direct assistance for the poor of our city. Members of the
Cathedral Parish cooperate with the larger efforts of our District Council as well as
helping those in need here in our own neighborhood. Quarterly envelopes give all
parishioners a chance to support these good works.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

The parish cares for members who are unable to join us for worship, in particular the
elderly and sick. Communion visits are made around the first Friday of each month.

PEACE THROUGH FORGIVENESS SOCIETY

As an outgrowth of our Lenten series on forgiveness in 2009, a group of parishioners
is committed to cultivating the virtue of forgiveness in their own lives, and to offering
area schools materials which help children and young people develop the virtue of
forgiveness.

MENTORING CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES

We are looking for motivated individuals who will mentor and work with our young
people preparing for Confirmation, overseeing one of the various projects they have
chosen by which to give witness to the Faith.



Litirgcal Lt

In the liturgical life of the Church, we encounter the living God. In the Sacraments,
He shares His life with us; and in worship, we express our love for Him.

The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian Life. At the Cathedral Parish,
we express our conviction about the centrality of the Eucharist by celebrating the
Mass frequently, and as beautifully as we can.

Mass is celebrated daily in each of our two churches. On Sunday, we celebrate the
Mass in English, Spanish and Latin (following the Missal of 1962).

The People of God come to the Mass to listen attentively to the Word of God so that
our lives might be transformed by it; to worship God and encourage our brothers
and sisters in faith by joining in the prayers and gestures of the Mass; and, above all,
to join our minds and our hearts to all that is happening in the Mystery of the
Eucharist.

Members of the parish also contribute to the beauty of the liturgy and enhance the
experience of our Sunday celebration in a number of ways.

Throughout the year, we celebrate great feasts with particular solemnity. Bishop
Morlino is always with us for the Christmas Midnight Mass and for the great liturgies
of Holy Week. Corpus Christi is marked by a Eucharistic procession through the
streets of the isthmus, led by Bishop Morlino. Holy Redeemer is the site of a very
large celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe — mafanitas (featuring a
cultural program and a procession) are held on the vigil of the feast, culminating in
Mass at midnight; and Mass in Spanish is celebrated again on the evening of
December 12th.

GREETERS AND USHERS

Offer hospitality to those entering Mass on the weekends. They oversee the offertory
collection, and invite parishioners to bring the gifts to the altar. Ushers occasionally
assist in the distribution and collection of other materials used during Mass (for
census or commitment purposes), and conduct the count of people present for Mass

each October, as requested by the Diocese.
MUSICIANS

Choirs sing at the 7:00 (Latin schola), 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Masses. At the other English Masses for Sunday, cantors lead the music.
Parishioners are also invited to participate as instrumentalists on more festive days
throughout the year.

LECTORS
Lectors assist during Mass by proclaiming the Word in the readings.
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

Parishioners are usually scheduled to assist in the distribution of Holy Communion
by offering the chalices containing the Precious Blood.

SERVERS

Men and boys of the parish serve each Mass. Boys are eligible to begin serving once
they have made their First Holy Communion, and generally “learn by doing” -
beginning to serve at the Sunday Masses at which other, more experienced servers
are also helping.

ENVIRONMENT

Parishioners help look after the candles, keep the altar linens and vestments clean
and in good repair, and decorate our churches.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

The presence of Christ in the Eucharist continues outside the celebration of Mass.
Holy Redeemer Church is the site of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. The Blessed
Sacrament is exposed and available to the faithful 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
throughout the year.



Requler Pansh Seveeule 2009-10

Healing Through Forgiveness Society Meeting (2nd Mondays) — Holy
Redeemer

TUESDAY
Schola Practice & Server Training (Tridentine Mass) — 6:00 pm
Main Event — St. Patrick Church, 7:00 pm
Catholicism 101 (1st — 3rd Tuesdays) — St. Patrick, 7:00 pm
Great Adventure Bible Study — Capitol Lakes, 7:00-8:30 pm
WEDNESDAY
Main event, Wednesday Edition — St. Patrick, 1:00 pm
Benediction — Holy Redeemer, 5:00 pm

ENDOW, Women’s Group — St. Patrick Church, 6:15 pm (1st & 3rd
Wednesdays)

Choir Rehearsal — Holy Redeemer, 7:30 pm
THURSDAY
Great Adventure Bible Study— Holy Redeemer Church, 6:00-7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal — St. Patrick, 7:00 pm
Theology on Tap — (typically last Thursday; check website for details) 7:00
pm
SATURDAY
First Saturday Devotions
Children’s Catechesis Program—Holy Redeemer, 10:00 am
SUNDAY

Children’s Catechesis Program—Holy Redeemer, 1:00 pm

Waskly Mass Senedle

MONDAY-FRIDAY

12:10 pm (M-F) St. Patrick

5:15 pm (M-F) Holy Redeemer
SATURDAY

8:00 am Holy Redeemer

5:00 (Vigil) St. Patrick

6:30 pm (Vigil in Spanish) Holy Redeemer
SUNDAY

7:00 am Tridentine Mass, Holy Redeemer
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer

11:00 am, St. Patrick

11:30 am (in Spanish) Holy Redeemer
5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer

Waskly Confession” Sl

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY

Holy Redeemer, 4:15-5:00 pm
SATURDAY

Holy Redeemer, 7:30-8:00 am
St. Patrick, 3:30-4:30 pm
SUNDAY

Holy Redeemer, 6:30-6:55 am



